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from Bombay only up to Bhusawal and Indore had no railway
connexion. The machinery of the cotton mill had, therefore,
to be hauled from Bhusawal to Indore by elephants.4
The construction of the East India and the G. I. P. Rail-
ways was sanctioned in 1849 and of the Madras and the B. B.
& C. I. Railways in 1852 and 1855 respectively. These rail-
ways began to penetrate inland from the port towns of Cal-
cutta, Bombay and Madras but as the Mutiny broke out in
1857 much progress could not be made till 1863. The import-
ant sections of these railways open for public traffic in 1863
were:
East India    (1) Howrah to  Chunar,   (2)   Burdwan  to
Raniganj,  (3) Allahabad to Hathras.
G. I. P.         (1) Bombay to Bhusawal,  (2) Bhusawal to
Malkapur on the Nagpur branch,   (3)
Bombay to Sholapur.
B. B. & C. I.   (1) Daman Road (125 miles north of Bom-
bay) to Ahmedabad.
Madras         (1) Madras to Beypore.
Besides these a number of other lines were under con-
struction in the provinces of Bengal, Madras, the Punjab and
Bombay (Sind). By the year 1866, Howrah and Delhi, and
Bombay and Ahmedabad were linked up and by 1873 the
G.I.P. railway from Bhusawal reached Nagpur. But the
completion of the main structure of the Indian railways con-
necting Calcutta and Delhi (1866), Calcutta iand Bombay
(1870, via Jabbulpore), Bombay and Madras (1873, via Rai-
chur), Delhi and Sukkur (1878, via Amritsar, Lahore and
Multan), and Madras and Calcutta (1899) took nearly fifty
years (1849-99).
The opening up of the interior regions of India by the
railways placed the modern transport facilities within the
reach of most of the important towns situated in the interior
of the country and the development of trade, commerce and
financial facilities, following the introduction of the modern
means of communication, led to the establishment of the
pioneer units of modern textile* leather and sugar industries
in a number of towns in the different regions. Cotton mills
4 Indian Textile Journal, March 19*2, p. 165.